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IN the final months of his life
Ker'ry Cullinan did what he
did best - he took care of his
family.

Nearing the end of a two-
year battle with cancer, the
retired detective inspector set
about aranging every aspect
of his funeral.

From his Bilinga home and
his hospital bed, Mr Cullinan,
69, told his wife Lin exactly
what he wanted to happen
after he was gone.

"I was more than happy for
him to do it, he had me de-
tailing it all into the compu-
ter," she said.

"It gave him some peace.
He was more at peace with
himself for organising every-
thing he wanted done.

"The kids have all their
jobs they have to do, he was
very inclusive of the family."

Taking care of others was
something Mr Cullinan also
applied to his police career,
joining the force agedjust 18.

He moved around the
state before finally settling on

the Gold Coast where, ac-
cording to Lin, he eamed a
reputation for hard work and
compassion.

"Hewas a lovely man," she
said. "As a policeman he was
very consultative, well re-
spected by all the troops, all
his colleagues. He was very
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friendly with people and he
took the approach that noth-
ing was a problem, nothing."

A lifelong love of tennis
became a way to keep the
struggles of the job from
home, and as he reached re-
tirement in 1997, he turned his
attention to coaching.

"He didn't bring anything
home. If he really wanted to
discuss something he would

but most of the time he would
come home exhausted," Lin
said.

"But he was a very good
tennis player, he was in the
senior tennis, the veterans'
tennis. He played in all the
Australian championships, so
I think he had a very good
outlet in iL

"He was so friendly, so
even-tempered, anybody
could talk to him.

"All the kids he coached
loved him. He was very firm
as a police officer but very en-
couraging, and none ofthose
kids will forget him."

As fellow police officers,
tennis players, family and
friends flocked to say good-
bye at his funeral yesterday, it
was clear the many hearts Mr
Cullinan touched.

"He was very much a com-
munity man, he liked to help
the community and he just
enjoyed every part ofpolicing,
every part," Lin said.

"He had a very genuine
nature, he'd listen to anybody
and he'd help anybody. He
was very loved."

Retired detective and tennis coach Kerry Cullinan, who passed
away recently. was much-loved in the community.
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