
 
TENNIS SENIORS AUSTRALIA INC. (TSA) 

 

Regulations (short form) for the Australian Teams Carnival (ATC)  

(Updated July 2017) 

 

 

In view of the national importance of this event, the Host State, under the auspices of TSA, shall conduct the 

ATC in accordance with the Regulations set out below:  

 

OWNERSHIP The ATC (and The Australian Individual Championships which normally follows immediately 

thereafter) shall be owned by and under the direction and control of Tennis Seniors Australia Incorporated, 

which may assign all or any rights to the Host State (which shall always be in Australia unless specifically agreed 

and advised otherwise by TSA).  It is also acknowledged that circumstances may change from one Host State to 

another, and these Regulations may be amended or modified with the agreement of TSA. 

 

VENUES     When Host States are selecting venues for the ATC and The Australian Individual Championships, full 

consideration must be given as to whether the available facilities offered (or accessible to them - eg. within a 

surrounding area or district), are such that they can enable the Regulations to be complied with in all respects 

while maintaining an acceptable degree of convenience for players, organisers and controllers alike. 

 

INTERPRETATION    In these Regulations the following definitions are used: 

 

• “Age Group” means defined player Age Groups in five or ten year increments from 35 to 85 years, or as 

decided from time to time by the TSA Executive. 

• “State” means any affiliated member Association of Tennis Seniors Australia, which can also be defined 

as a State or Territory Association, or an overseas representation. 

• "Host State" means a Tennis Seniors State, Territory, or other Organising Body, approved by TSA to host 

the ATC 

• “ITF” means the International Tennis Federation. 

• “Section” means a Section of teams within an Age Group. 

• “TSA” means Tennis Seniors Australia. 

• “ATC” means the Australian Teams Carnival 

• “AIC” means the Australian Individual Championships 

• "the events" mean the ATC and the AIC jointly 

• “OC" means the Host State Organising Committee 

 

1. MANAGEMENT AND CONDUCT 

 

The ATC shall be managed and conducted in accordance with the current Rules of Tennis Australia, and these 

Regulations.  In respect of any disagreements or disputes with regard to the interpretation and implementation 

of these guidelines, rules and regulations, the final decision will rest with the Tournament Director in 

consultation with the Tournament Manager for tennis related matters, and with the TSA Executive in respect of 

organisational/administrative matters. 
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2. AUSTRALIAN TEAMS CARNIVAL 

 

Teams 

a) Men’s and Women’s teams from all States are to compete in a round robin type tournament in the various 

Age Groups. 

 

b) The State with the best overall Team Result will be awarded the perpetual Trophy Award for being the 

Premier State in the particular year. 

 

c) Teams shall consist of four or more players all of whom should participate during the week of the ATC.  

Ideally 5/6 players should be in a team. 

 

d) Team members representing a particular State must be permanent residents in that State, or regular 

playing members of a tennis club in that State and registered financial members of their respective State 

and registered with their State or Territory Association – except that, with the consent of the OC, any team 

may include one player who does not meet these criteria. Players wishing to vary their eligibility for a 

particular State must first apply for clearance from their home State and they will be duly advised of the 

outcome of their application. Any disputes in this regard should be referred in writing to the TSA Secretary 

no less than 2 weeks before the team nomination deadline. 

 

e) Teams from any country may compete in the ATC including finals (if played), and are eligible for the 

perpetual Trophy Award, provided that they have a minimum of 5 teams participating. 

  

f) Combined teams may be arranged between States all of whom shall advise the Secretary TSA of agreement 

for such teams.  The teams will be eligible to score points for the perpetual Trophy Award and these points 

will be awarded to the State which has the most representatives in those teams.  

 

g) Nominations must be made on the official team entry form which shall be updated as required from time to 

time, and must be accompanied by the required entry fee.  Players are to be listed in order of their current 

rating. 

  

h) No refund of team entry fees will be made for teams withdrawn after the Teams submission closing date. 

   

i) Changes to teams after the close of nominations and after teams have been graded into sections, must be 

approved by the Tournament Director. 

   

j) Team gradings must be submitted and approved by the TD and all competing States. In any situation where 

there is a lack of agreement on team gradings, the TSA Executive shall adjudicate and make the final 

decision. 

 

k) In respect of the preparation of the draw, it is acknowledged that circumstances will vary year to year 

depending on the number of teams in each age group, and the number of teams in each section within an 

age group. 

  

l) The following guidelines will be applied in preparing the draws by the OC (or a representative thereof) and 

the Tournament Director, whose decisions in this regard will be final: 

• The event will be played over 5 days 

• Teams will ideally play at least 8 matches over the week 

• “Byes” for a team and “lay days” for a section can be scheduled 

• Strongly attempt to avoid a situation of teams playing each other 3 times 

• The playing of finals is encouraged, and if applicable, finals will be played on the final day of the ATC 
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• Retention of the “two six game set” format 

• The match rules will be updated from time to time as required, and are shown on the back of  the score 

card.  They should be read and understood in conjunction with these Regulations. 

 

m) Where a playoff match does not reach a result as defined in the match rules, due to weather or other 

adverse conditions, then the team that finished higher in the section will be declared the winner. 

  
n)    It is the responsibility of each team captain to: 

• Check where they have finished in the round robin for their section and when and where they will be 

playing in playoff matches, if any 

• Accurately complete each match scorecard including the final result and points allocation 

• Sign each of their teams match scorecards – once the match scorecard is signed, the final result will 

stand subject to xvi. which follows . 
 

o) If the Tournament Manager finds there is a there is a calculation error, where the total points do not add 

up to 10, or where the card is incomplete, he/she may at his/her discretion, confer with the 2 team captains 

in order to rectify and correct the scorecard. 

 

p) Finals, if they are to be played, are played to a finish, unless due to weather or other adverse conditions this 

cannot be achieved, in which case a winner will be declared according to the match rules on the scorecard.  

If no result has been achieved ie. 4 sets have not been completed (refer to the Match Rules on the 

scorecard) then the team that finished higher in the section after the round robin will be declared the 

winner. 

 
q) Finals matches, if possible, are to be played at the 1.20 pm time slots on the final day of competition.  

 
Court allocation and time draw 

a)  The first named team in the Time Draw is to be regarded as the Home team for each individual match.  The 

Home team is to be responsible to collect the new balls and score card from the Tournament Supervisor at 

the particular venue. 

  

b)  It is the responsibility of the winning team Captain to return the score card and balls to the Tournament 

Supervisor.  In the case of a draw, a cancelled match or an incomplete match, the home team Captain is 

responsible for returning the score card and balls.  In the event that the score card is not returned, all scores 

will be forfeited by the responsible team. 

 

c)  In order to play four matches each day, matches will be played during the following allotted time slots: 

8.00am to 10.30am, 10.40am – 1.10pm, 1.20pm – 3.50pm, 4.00pm – 6.30pm 

 

d)  Teams drawn to play at 8.00 am will play their second match at 1.20 pm, teams drawn to play at 10.40 pm 

play their second match at 4.00 pm. These starting times and times between finish and commencement may 

vary depending on local daylight saving time and/or other local factors. 

 

e)  Other than for finals if played, the stipulated 2½ hours per match shall be adhered to.  Alternative or 

additional playing times will not be scheduled for a match to make up any lost playing time. 

 

f)  Sections should be drawn so that wherever possible teams play their two matches at the one venue on any 

one particular day.  As far as practical venues should be rotated to give all teams in the various Age Group 

Sections equal advantage.  Wherever possible, the older Age Groups are to be drawn to play on courts of 

natural grass in preference to synthetic grass, synthetic grass in preference to clay, clay in preference to 

hard court. 
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g)  Sections drawn to play at the 8.00 am and 1.20 pm time slots on any one day should be drawn to play the 

10.40 am and 4.00 pm time slots the following day and subsequently alternating. 

 

Weather conditions 

a)  The Referee and Tournament Director shall be responsible to continually monitor the weather and 

determine its suitability for play in conditions of excessive wind, rain, lightening, smoke or heat. 

   

b)  The Referee in consultation with the Tournament Director shall have full authority to stop play if playing 

conditions are considered to be unsafe for players. 

 

c)     The Referee shall be guided by the provisions of the Tennis Australia "Extreme Weather Policy" which can   

        be sourced at https://www.tennis.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Extreme-Weather-Policy-   

        September-2014.pdf  
 

c)  The Referee and Tournament Director are to suspend play at all affected venues until, in their view and 

according to the policy, play is safe to resume. 

   

d)  During the period of suspension of play, all competitors scheduled to play through the day must remain at 

their court venues.  Immediately it is decided that play should resume, players must return to their 

respective courts and resume play from the exact point where play ceased. 

 

Playing Format 

a)  Players are to report to the allocated court fifteen minutes before the scheduled commencement time. 

 

b)  Matches shall consist of four (4) doubles rubbers played on two (2) courts.  Each rubber shall consist of two 

sets, first to six games with a seven (7) point senior tie-break at five games all. During the tie-break, players 

will change ends after the first point and thereafter every four (4) points in keeping with the ITF Seniors’ 

Regulations 

 

c)  Matches must be played to completion within the time allotted and not stopped earlier because a match 

decision has been reached.  Every set won may affect the team’s final position and the States’ scoring for 

the perpetual Trophy Award. 

 

d)  Play shall begin on time.  The start and finish time to a playing session will occur when the “whistle” blows.  

When the start of the match is indicated, players arriving late are not entitled to a practice warm up. 

Matches must start promptly. When the “whistle” denotes the finish of a playing session, a point “in play” 

shall be completed and scored. 

 

e)  Players are entitled to use the cross over period between rubbers for their warm-up time. Once players are 

available to start the third and fourth rubbers, play shall commence without delay, no hit-up will be 

permitted … unless a new player is introduced or players have to change court surfaces when a 3 minute 

warm-up is permitted.  New players must be ready to commence to warm-up as soon as one of their match 

courts becomes available. Time delaying tactics are not to be used. Where this is brought to the attention of 

the referee, the referee, under time violation, may give a warning in the first instance and thereafter impose 

a penalty point for each subsequent violation. 

 

f)  If play has been suspended for more than 30 minutes, players will be entitled to a warm-up not exceeding 5 

minutes for the first match of the day and 3 minutes in subsequent matches. 
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Captains toss 

a)  The winner shall have the right to choose courts throughout the match.  The ‘home’ Captain shall list on the 

score card his/her pairings for the first two rubbers.  The opposing Captain shall then list his/her pairings.  

Note that the ‘home’ Captain may fold the score card back if he/she desires to momentarily ‘keep the lid’ on 

his/her pairings. 

 

b)  After the completion of the first two rubbers, the home Captain shall list his/her pairings for the third and 

fourth rubbers.  In turn the opposing Captain shall complete his/her pairings. 

 

c)  On each court, players shall toss to determine the right to serve/receive or have the choice of ends. 

 

d)  Pairings. Throughout the match Captains may play their pairings in any combination, except that the 

pairings nominated for the third and fourth rubbers must not be the same as those pairings that played the 

first two rubbers.  Any eligible team member may be introduced after the first two rubbers to play in the 

third and fourth rubbers. No more than 6 players in a team may participate in any one match for the 35 to 

70 age groups. For the 75 and 80 age groups no more than 7 players may participate in any one match.  

 

e)  Illness or injury. During the course of a match, if a player becomes ill or is injured during play, and is unable 

to continue, then that set shall be forfeited.  The following specifically applies: if a player becomes ill or is 

injured in the first set of any rubber, that set is forfeited and another registered member of the team may 

replace the injured player and play in the second set – or – if after completion of the first set of any rubber a 

player is unable to play in the second set of the rubber, then the second set of that rubber shall be forfeited.  

Once an ill or injured player retires from the court, they are ineligible to play again in this particular match.  

 

f)  If due to injury, heat exhaustion or emergency, a team cannot field four of its registered players, a 

registered player from the same State from an older Age Group or from a lower graded team of the same 

Age Group may be substituted provided the replacement player is of the same or lower rating of the player 

being replaced. Such replacement requires the prior approval of the TD. 

 

g)  Ineligible or unregistered players. If a team introduces an ineligible or unregistered player to allow a match 

to be played, the fact must be recorded on the scorecard but the team will be penalised according to the 

penalty clause under “Scoring Method” below.  

  

h)  Players in finals matches must be listed members of their team.  In the event of an emergency, a 

replacement must be eligible as stated above.  Such replacement is to be subject to the prior approval 

of the Tournament Director.  In the event of uncertainty, the senior representative available from the 

State concerned must give an assurance that the substitute player is not stronger than the player 

being replaced. 
 

Scoring Method 

a)  The top teams in each Section will be determined by the highest total number of match and set points won 

over the week of competition. 

 

b)  A match is decided when at least four sets have been completed and the time limit has been reached. The 

winning team of any match is decided on the number of sets won, and if sets are equal, the number of 

games shall decide.  The winning team shall receive two (2) match points and one (1) set point for each set 

won and all scores are to be clearly recorded on the match score card. In an undecided match or in a drawn 

match where points and games are equal, each team will receive one (1) match point.  
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c)  A team receiving a forfeit shall receive a credit of two (2) match points plus8 sets points and 48 games, and 

the team forfeiting a match shall not receive any credit of sets or games.  Two opposing teams failing to play 

a scheduled match for any reason whatsoever will not receive any credit of sets or games. 

 

d)  In the event of wet weather or other stoppage, the following shall apply: 

 

e)  A cancelled match is one in which there is no play at all.  In this case both teams receive a credit of one 

match point plus 4 sets points and 24 games towards the final result of the round robin competition. 

 

f)  An undecided match is one where a decision has not been reached ie. 4 sets have not been completed. Each 

team will receive a credit for the sets and games they have won plus ½ a set credit for each incomplete or 

unplayed set and one match point each for an undecided match. 

   

g)  Where a decision has been reached, the winning team will receive 2 match points and a credit for the sets 

and games they have won plus ½ set credit for each incomplete or unplayed set. 

 

h)  Penalty for ineligible players. Where a team introduces an ineligible player to allow a match to be played, 

the subsequent actual sets scores involving that player will be disallowed on the scorecard.  Those sets must 

be forfeited and each scored 0-6 to the opposing team.  The opposing team is automatically awarded the 

match and receives a credit of 2 match points plus4 sets 24 games for the sets forfeited to the team plus a 

credit for the sets and games won against the opposition’s eligible players.  The forfeiting team will receive a 

credit for the sets and games won by its eligible players. 

 

i)  Should any team be unable to provide a pairing(s) to start either/both of the first two rubbers within 15 

minutes of the scheduled starting time of the match, then the rubber(s) shall be forfeited. The 3
rd

 and 4
th

 

rubbers must start as soon as practical and without undue delay. 

 

j)  In order to determine winners or which teams will compete in finals and/or play-offs, the ranking positions 

in all age group sections will be determined on the points scored in the round-robin competition.  Where the 

teams are tied on points, sets won will determine the rankings.  Where teams are still tied on points and 

sets, games won will determine the rankings.  If teams are still tied on points, sets and games, the head to 

head results will determine the rankings of the teams so tied. 

 

Uniforms Policy 

a) All members representing a State must wear the uniform of that State while playing in matches.  The 

Tournament Director in conjunction with the Referee shall be responsible to check and monitor player’s 

dress to ensure players comply with this rule.  Teams will be automatically forfeited one set in each match 

for each player contravening this Regulation. 

 

Trophies 

a)  The Premier State for the year shall be determined at the end of the ATC and is to be presented the 

perpetual Australian Teams Trophy. 

 

b)  A State must have a minimum of 5 teams to be eligible to participate in competing for the trophy. 

 

c)  The winning State will be decided by the best percentage (%) of sets won and credited against sets played 

and credited during the round robin matches by all teams from that State, including all playoff finals.  Actual 

match points (as distinct from set points) awarded in the minor round matches are NOT to be counted. 

 

d)  In the event of a tie, the State with the largest number of teams shall be declared the winner. 

 


