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SUMMARY
The Executive considers this to be  a very successful year in many respects.  
Perhaps the most heartening aspect has been the increase in membership 
numbers. This does not automatically mean an increase in participation, 
and it is participation that remains our driving and critical consideration. 
The reality is that we are not able to measure overall participation accurately 
as there are so many smaller events and social days, but our informed view 
is that it too has increased and continues to do so.
Over the course of the 2014 calendar year, there will have been 11 ITF and 
29 National Ranking Tournaments, plus a host of smaller competitions. 
So there have been many playing opportunities, including the inaugural 
Oceania Regional Championships at Kooyong.
There has been an increase in our communications to all of our Senior 
tennis participants. Our website postings have been a lot more active, 
we are now on Facebook where we provide regular updates, and  
we have launched “The Racquet”, our new electronic newsletter.  
As a result, we no longer think it necessary to provide Quarterly Updates  
as we have done in the past.

We consider that our relationships with our important stakeholders are 
as good as, if not better than, ever before. These are Tennis Australia (TA)  
State Seniors Divisions (the States), our selectors, the ITF, the various  
Member Associations (MA’s) and most importantly, our players. Sure, we 
have had our interesting discussions with some States and will possibly do 
so in future at times, but we will also hopefully continue to have constructive 
and robust debate about relevant issues.
On the World stage, the only event in the current year not reported on 
previously, was the Seniors event in Florida USA in April. Our men’s 55 team 
won the Austria Cup in a thrilling event, Glenn Busby won the Men’s 55 
singles, and Ros Balodis and Leanne Swaysland the WD55.
The TSA funding model has been successfully changed from fee based 
income to participation and tournament income based. We continue  
to be financially sound, reflecting a surplus for the year of $7,873,  
and reserves of $120,676. We are intent on using those reserves to further 
the interests of seniors tennis, and we encourage the States to do likewise 
with their reserves.
In respect of all of these points, there is further comment later in  
this report.

“it is participation that 
remains our driving and 
critical consideration”

The Executive, the support 
team and Governance issues
For the past year, the members of the 
Executive have been Reg Trevaskis 
(President) Enid Besant-Ryan (Vice 
President) Pat Moloney (Secretary) Peter 
Froelich (Treasurer) and Fiona Medina 
(Committee). We have been very ably 
assisted by Ian Somers as Webmaster, 
and Gail Bates as Ranking Co-ordinator.  
Gail also maintains our statistical records.  
Steve Longworth is listed on our website 
as our Tournament Manager, and provides 
invaluable assistance with matters relating 
to tournament processes and regulations.

Our Business Plan is still current although 
it needs some minor updating. We  
continue to pursue the objectives and 
strategies set out in that plan, and to 
adequately service our two designated 
target markets - the competitive 
tournament player, and the more 
socially inclined participant. To view our  
Business Plan, go to www.tennisseniors.
org.au/business_plan.htm
Our Constitution was updated at the  
AGM in January 2014 and we have 
proposed further changes to be  
considered at the 2015 AGM in Canberra.  
This will accommodate situations such 
as Tasmania, where the administration of 
Senior tennis activities has been assumed 
by another body, in this case Tennis 
Tasmania.
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Membership
It is so encouraging to see membership numbers increasing in nearly all of the States.  This 
means that total membership at June 2014 was 3730 and has now been on the increase for 
two years, after declining every year since 2000 other than a marginal increase in 2005.

New South Wales has been the stand-out performer, seizing the initiative of no longer 
paying a registration fee per member to TSA of $12, to offer a nil membership fee for the 
first year.  They advise that renewals at $20 per member at the end of year one  are going 
very well - the renewal rate is excellent.  We have encouraged other States to do likewise.

Tournaments and ITF Issues
Despite the increase in membership numbers and our view that participation is up across 
all levels of senior competition and social play, nevertheless participation in tournaments 
continues to be a concern to the Executive. The chart below indicates an “at best” static 
number of players in our top four tournaments.  

We know the reason for the decline at  
the Australian in 2013 (second consecutive 
year in Perth)  A contribution to the decline 
in the Queensland Championships is, 
we believe, the decision to play the age 
doubles as IPIN events.
The Executive is obviously focussed on 
ideas to rectify this trend, and some of 
those are:
Are there simply too many ITF (and other) 
tournaments? We would appreciate any 
feed-back on this question.
In an attempt to satisfy both IPIN and 
non-IPIN holders, we are considering the 
feasibility of offering both forms of age 
doubles in ITF1 and 2 events.  This is on 
the agenda to discuss with the States at 
the Presidents meeting in January.
More National Closed “licenses” would 
solve many issues because the 
requirement for an IPIN falls away -  
in a National Closed, IPIN and non-IPIN 
players can play together in the same  
event and providing the doubles format 
is acceptable to the ITF, the players with  
IPIN’s can score international ranking 
points. Hence our submission to the 
ITF which will be heard this month 
(November 2014) setting out our 
particular circumstances and requesting 
more of these events.
We are encouraging Consolation singles 
wherever possible to give players 
more tennis for those who want this - 
particularly again in ITF 1 and 2 events.
We want  to  make tournaments as  
appealing and as well  organised as  
possible, and promote them well. For 
example, we are intent on making the 
Oceania Regional at Kooyong in March 
2015 a great event and Peter Froelich 
has done a lot of work to ensure that  
this will be the case.
Venue is important. Folks want to play 
in attractive locations and hence the 
continuing success of tournaments such 
as Foster, Gold Coast, Sunshine Coast, 
Pennant Hills and Berri.  

“This means that total  
membership at June 2014  

was 3730 and has now been  
on the increase for two years”
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For this reason we are excited about the possibilities for Shepparton as the venue for the 
Australian Championships in 2016. It is a wonderful centre, has excellent  grass tennis courts 
and lots of appeal.  We are also supportive of the TSQ decision to move a tournament from 
Ipswich to Brisbane, which will be staged at the Queensland Tennis Centre at Tennyson - 
the home of tennis in Brisbane - where the younger age groups will play on plexicushion, 
and the older on clay and grass.   

It would be good to see more team events such as the Australian Teams Carnival and Berri 
- provided they are held in appealing locations and are well run and promoted.  
Other issues that are a constant source of concern to us are the lack of women players in 
competition, and the difficulty of attracting new younger players into the Senior ranks.  
It is interesting how many times we hear the comment from new entrants that “ I never 
knew about Seniors tennis”.  The low participation levels of women is an international 
problem, and not only confined to tennis. In our game, women seem keen to play a team 
event such as the Teams Carnival (the number of men’s and women’s teams is about the 
same most years) but as the graph below displays, they do not go on to play the Australian 
Individual Championships.

“Other issues that are a  
constant source of concern  

to us are the lack of  
women players in competition”
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In terms of attracting more younger players into Seniors, we have discussed with Tennis 
Australia the possibility of running a campaign titled “There is tennis life after 35” but we 
would need access to the databases of the MA’s, and this is presenting challenges. 

Queensland Tennis Centre at Tennyson

Selectors and 
selection matters
From 2015, the World Team Titles will be 
split into 3 groups not 2 - Young Seniors 
(35-49), Seniors (50-64) and Super Seniors 
(65+)  The major reason for this is that 
these events are becoming so big that 
there are only a handful of venues around 
the world that can accommodate them.  
For example, the recently completed 
Super Seniors in Turkey had 156 teams 
from 30 countries, and the Individual 
Championships had 636 entries.  
Accordingly, at the AGM in 2014, we 
announced that henceforth we would 
have 6 panels of selectors (for each World 
Title group, men and women separately) 
with 3 selectors on each panel.  So we 
extend a welcome to new selectors 
Lee Taylor, Ros Balodis, Di Cassel, Rhys 
McDougall, Graeme Sticka, Andrew 
Schuelke and Mike Roberts, and thank 
them for taking on what can sometimes 
be a very onerous and responsible duty.  
We also sincerely express our gratitude to 
retiring selectors Wendy Harrison, Brenda 
Foster, Judy Hancy, Paul Kleverlaan and 
Martin Richards.
Full contact details of selectors, as well 
as the updated selection criteria, are 
available at www.tennisseniors.org.au/
selectors.htm



The new  
Australian 

uniforms from  
New Balance

What 
a great
effort!

World Titles
Only one World Title event fell into the financial year 2013/14 - the Seniors event in Florida 
USA in April.  194 teams from 38 countries competed and Australian was represented in all 
Cups other than the W40 Young Cup.

Our Men’s 55 team pictured below from left, Colin Holgate , Ron Evans, Glenn Busby and 
Mike Ford (Captain), pulled off a brilliant win in the Austria Cup beating the USA in the final - 
on their own patch, in front of their home crowds.  What a great effort!

In the Individuals, Glenn again proved what a wonderful player he is and won the M55 
singles.  Ros Balodis and Leanne Swaysland won the WD50.  Brenda Foster with her British 
partner got to the final of the XD50, as did Colin Holgate and Ros in the XD55.

The new Australian  uniforms from New Balance were on show and were commented on by 
many of the international players.

Australian Championships
The Australian Teams Carnival and 
Individual Championships will probably 
continue to be our premier event of 
the year.  I say “probably” because the 
Championships are being rivalled in 
terms of participation numbers by the 
Oceania Regional and other ITF events. 
Nevertheless, it still has the aura and 
“pizzazz” what with social functions 
such as the Presentation Dinner, and the 
annual TSA Awards.

We think that the Team Carnival is a 
wonderful event and we are pleased 
that we have adopted the tag “Carnival”.  
This has somewhat moved the culture 
more to one of fun, friendship and 
camaraderie - coupled still with some 
tough competitive play.

Although numbers in Hobart were up 
on Perth the previous year (Teams 109 to 
74, and Individuals 271 to 222) they were 
nevertheless below longer term averages. 
Hobart was an interesting exercise in that 
it was the first time that we had delegated 
the organisation to an MA rather than a 
State Division. Tennis Tasmania delivered 
a great event - the playing venues were 
superb and the support of the various 
clubs was quite outstanding. We record 
again our sincere thanks to the staff at 
Tennis Tasmania and particularly Simonne 
Allwright, and to the clubs, for their effort 
and hard work.

Two contentious issues remain on the 
table for this event. There have been 
comments for years about the timing and 
whether the date should be moved from 
the January heat.  A survey some years 
ago was probably statistically invalid, but 
did indicate a preference for maintaining 
the status quo.  However, after Canberra 
in January, we intend to do another 
more sophisticated electronic survey to 
once again canvass views on this point. 
The other contentious issue relates to 
the age brackets for the Teams Carnival 
(should they be 5 years or 10 years) and 
the playing format for the 75/80 teams (2 
sets or 1 set to 9 games).  Our aim is to 
continue to do what our customers - the 
players - want.  We appeal to participants 
to give your State Division committee 
feedback on your preferences.



TENNIS SENIORS AUSTRALIA INC.

Summary of financial results for the years ended 30 September
Operating statements

 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011
 Budget Actual Actual Actual Actual
  $ $ $ $ $
Income:     

Divisional fees received  11,400   22,312   22,056   35,292   35,932 
Participation (PFP) fees received (net)  6,600   6,953   8,966  (3,883)  -   
Total received from Divisions  18,000   29,265   31,022   31,409   35,932 
Tournament income (net)  20,050   16,676   8,093   15,682   7,711 
Interest received  3,450   4,316   4,837   5,012   4,376 
Other  -     -     -     -     455 

  41,500   50,257   43,952   52,103   48,474 

Expenses:     

Office expenses  5,800   7,417   5,059   4,651   13,876 
Honoraria  9,000   6,750   10,200   9,200   8,200 
Meetings and travel costs  16,500   19,448   20,527   21,563   20,209 
ITF teams  1,700   1,450   8,386   7,099   9,647 
Promotion costs  6,400   6,123   164   629   1,818 
Other  1,600   1,196   1,099   1,195   -   

  41,000   42,384   45,435   44,337   53,750 

Surplus (deficit) for year 500  7,873  (1,483) 7,766 (5,276)

Statement of financial position at

  30/09/14 30/09/13 30/09/12 30/09/11
  $ $ $ $
Assets:     
Cash at bank and in term deposits   122,657   110,669   115,042   103,166 
Office equipment at written down value   819   1,727   1,427   2,282 
Receivables   -     1,432   -     1,822 

      123,476   113,828   116,469   107,270 
Less:
Liabilities/provisions   2,800   1,025   2,183   750 

Accumulated surplus at financial yr end       120,676   112,803   114,286   106,520

Finance
The accounts reflect an operating 
surplus of $7,873 for the year ended 30 
September 2014. This compares with a 
deficit of $1,483 in the previous year.
The major items contributing to this 
change from the 2013 year were:
•	 Net	 tournament	 income	 was	 $8,583	

favourable over the previous year. The 
previous year’s net tournament income 
was down due to the need to return to 
Perth a second time.

•	 Receipts	 from	 Division’s	 were	 $1,757	
unfavourable, essentially due to lower 
income from participation fees.

•	 ITF	team	costs	were	$6,936	favourable	
against the previous year. This reflected 
our agreement with TA for them to 
meet these costs in the 2014 year and 
also future years.

•	 Honoraria	 expenses	 were	 $3,450	
favourable over the previous year. This 
was essentially due to a change in 
accounting procedure.

•	 Meeting	 and	 travel	 costs	were	 $1,079	
favourable.

•	 Depreciation	 costs	 were	 $2,503	
unfavourable, this reflecting our 
decision to fully depreciate assets 
which cost less than $300.

•	 The	Executive	decided	 to	 invest	 some	
of these favourable variances back 
into the promotion of seniors tennis. 
This is an area which has been sadly 
neglected in the past. The publication 
of “The Racquet” has been an initiative 
extremely well received. We also 
retained design consultants to better 
present our promotional material – one 
example being the promotion of the 
Oceania Regional Championships.

At 30 September 2014, TSA had an 
accumulated surplus of $120,676.  
A summary of the financial results is 
included on your right.

Presidents and Secretaries meeting - Gold Coast July 2014
Divisional Office Bearers
There were changes of President and 
Secretary in two State Divisions during 
the year - Western Australian and Victoria.

We extend the thanks of TSA to Sue Taylor 
for her leadership in WA over the past 2 
years, and also to Keith Lavington and 
Angie Arthurs, the outgoing President and 
Secretary in Victoria for their contributions.  
Angie served for many years as Secretary.

The new Office Bearers are Gavan Sullivan 
(President) and Brett Patten (Secretary) in 
WA, and Paul Kleverlaan (President) and 
Wendy Harrison (Secretary) in Victoria. 

Full details of Office Bearers can be found 
at tennisseniors.org.au/admin.htm



“We are trying hard 
to find a national 

sponsor, one whose  
target market would 
gel with our database 

demographic.”

“Our electronic 
newsletter  

“The Racquet”  
has now been issued 
three times and has 
been well received”

Awards and Accolades
We extend our heartiest congratulations to the recipients of the annual TSA Awards.   
Doug Corbett was named Player of the Year, partly because of his excellent performances 
at the Super Seniors World Titles in the Czech Republic in September 2013, where he won 
the MS85 and the MD85. Pat Moloney, long serving President of Tennis Seniors ACT and 
an Executive team member, deservedly received the Administrator of the Year Award.  
And finally Robyn Castle received the inaugural Player Recognition Award, for the most 
improved or “comeback” player of the year, after a long and successful battle with illness.

The prestigious Tennis Australia Newcombe Awards are held in Melbourne in December, 
and World title holder Ros Balodis received the Senior Player of the Year accolade.

Warmest congratulations to everyone.

Doug Corbett – Player of the Year

Marketing and Promotion
We have been more active on this front 
this past year, and we hope that members 
agree that they now have access to more 
sources of better presented information.

Our electronic newsletter “The Racquet” 
has now been issued three times  and 
has been well received - it now goes to  
over 2000 recipients.  It includes what 
appears to be a good mix of articles 
- tournament and event reviews, 
personality profiles, playing tips 
and links to useful information 
such as the tournament calendar.  
If any readers wish to receive future 
copies, go to the subscription form at 
www.tennisseniors.org.au/newsletter
Our website is active with all current news 
and is continually improved and updated 
by Webmaster Ian Somers.  It now receives 
around 260,000 hits per year - impressive 
we think! That includes all the States that 
are on our server (which is all except 
Victoria). NSW accounts for about 25%  
of our hits.

TSA is also now on Facebook and has  
a good following mostly from the 
younger players.  We are now “liked”by 
nearly 300 people and have a total 
reach of about 2000.  In the spirit of  
social media, we attempt to make our 
site a more relaxed and informal platform, 
with lots of interaction and photos.  Have 
a look at it at www.facebook.com/
tennisseniorsaustralia
Many of our “templates” have been 
redesigned and rebranded - Office 
Bearers, Tournament Calendar etc.  Our 
intention is to produce the Tournament 
Calendar for 2015 in brochure form for 
easy use and reference.

We are trying hard to find a national 
sponsor, one whose target market would 
gel with our database demographic.  
We have had some contact with a 
company that already supports tennis,  
but negotiations are in the early stages.

Thanks and acknowledgements
The Executive wishes to acknowledge and thank all Divisional Presidents, Secretaries and 
Committee personnel for their hard work throughout the year.  Finding people to fill these 
roles is never easy, and their diligence and dedication is appreciated.

Additionally, appreciations are extended to Gail Bates for her ongoing enthusiasm and 
work as our Ranking Coordinator and for her help with the compilation of statistical and 
historical records. Steve Longworth continues to give great and much appreciated support 
to the Executive - with his computer programs for our online entries for tournaments, the 
management of our Team Carnival and Individual Championships, and Australian team 
nominations. Ian Somers our Webmaster (and in his absence John Greenup from ACT) 
has been a tower of strength  in posting articles and continuously improving our website, 
and in the support he has given to the Divisions requiring his assistance.  We thank Peter 
Breugelmans (ACT) who does the work of the Public Officer, a position associated with our 
organisation being an incorporated association.  Di Cassel is always busy doing newsy and 
informative posts on Facebook - thank you Di.

Once again, we thank Tennis Australia for their support of our ITF World Championship 
Teams through the provision of uniforms, travel insurance, and a subsidy for each team 
member towards travelling expenses.  Other departments within TA, such as Legal, help 
when we are in need, and we say thank you to them also. We thank Bruce Osborne 
particularly for his continuing help and support on numerous fronts and for his interest 
in developing stronger relationships between our two organisations. Tom Hancy has 
continued to provide assistance to some overseas teams, handles many insurance queries 
from players, and still writes articles for our website from the World Titles.

Our selectors do a fine job often in very difficult circumstances and are sometimes faced 
with tough decisions, and at times, appeals.  Invariably there will be voices of dissent with 
some of their decisions, but we know that they diligently study the results, rankings and 
current performance in the process they follow.  Thank you to all of them.

Personally, I thank the Executive who have been untiring in their efforts to support me  
not only as we confront the day to day issues associated with a business of this nature,  
but also as we strive to make progress, do things better, and drive the business forward.  
I take this opportunity to mention a topic I raise continuously with the Presidents – 
succession planning.  In the next year or two, we will need new, energetic and forward 
thinking talent on the Executive.

Finally, to all of you out there - our customers and players - thank you for your support for 
seniors tennis activities this past year, and for your contribution to this great game from 
which we all derive so much joy.

Reg Trevaskis, President
On behalf of the Executive, TSA  

 November 2014



ABN 97 011 308 48

FOR NEWS ABOUT  
Seniors Tennis in Australia,  
subscribe to our electronic newsletter 

 “The Racquet”   
 tennisseniors.org.au/newsletter

facebook.com/TennisSeniorsAustraliatennisseniors.org.au


