
Kerry Ballard, Australia’s 60s World Champion, has recently become the World #1. Kerry is back from 

competing in 3 tournaments in Croatia, Hungary and Switzerland. She won the 60WS in all three 

tournaments. The points she accrued have moved her to World #1 ranking, ahead of the legendary 

Heide Orth from Germany. 

Kerry’s quest began in earnest after she had recovered from a life-threatening illness (blocked arteries), 

in early 2009. While competing in the ITF World Championships in Turkey, October 2008, Kerry had 

thought she needed to “train harder” as her legs were feeling lethargic. Then in January, 2009, she 

struggled to complete the Final of the 60WS in the Australian Championships, (she won), and went to 

the doctor’s on her return to Sydney. Heart surgery was the only solution. 

The operation was successful, and she is now on medication to keep the blood flowing. Since then, Kerry 

has gone from strength to strength. In Perth, November 2009, she was Captain of the winning Alice 

Marble Cup team (W60), and was victorious in both Singles and Doubles, achieving a fantastic and 

unique “treble”! It was a nail-biting 2-set win, 6-4 7-6 in the Singles Final to start the day.  She then 

teamed with Liz Allan to win their 9
th

 consecutive World Doubles title. 

 

In September this year, Kerry, with her support crew of one – husband Ian, accepted the opportunity to 

play the three ITF  tournaments. This gave Kerry valuable clay court practice before competing in the 

Teams and Individuals World Championships in Turkey in October. She has been training hard since 

coming home – participating in squads and competitions.  

Club Ali Bey, in Antalya will once again be hosting the World titles. In Week One, Kerry will Captain the 

Australian team again in the Alice Marble Cup, in which she will be supported by Qld’s Wendy Gilchrist, 

and NSW’s Carol Campling and Helen Worland. We’ll certainly be backing them to win! Then, Week Two 

will see her defending her World Singles and Doubles titles. We wish her well in these history-making 

endeavours. 
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Kerry (LHS) is pictured here with 

Leanne Swaysland, who  was  also 

successful, winning the 50 WS in 

Croatia and Hungary. 


